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Provincial newspapers in the nineteenth century could both guide and reflect 
local public opinion : 

"Newspapers are first what public opinion makes them; then by a 
peculiar reaction they make public opinion what they please, so long 
as they act with discretion and seem to follow while in reality they lead."1 

So wrote one editor; but his view was not supported by the Leicester 
Chronicle: 

"obliged as its conductors often are rather to mirror the world as it is 
than to picture it as it should be - compelled to accompany the main 
body in the march of improvement instead of going a step in advance, 
as they frequently would, it may always be assumed that they represent 
with general fidelity the views of their supporters." 2 

Whether newspapers fall into the first or the second category they are still 
worthy sources for measuring local opinion, and it is the story of the Leicester 
newspapers in the period from c. 1790 to 1850 that this article will attempt 
to tell. 

The main Tory newspaper and the oldest in Leicester was the Leicester 
'journal, begun by John Gregory in 1753. Two years later, when Gregory 
joined forces with Samuel Cresswell of Nottingham, the paper became a 
joint venture, the Leicester and Nottingham 'journal. For thirteen years the 
same paper served both towns until, in 1769, Cresswell began publishing on 
his own, but "Nottingham" remained in the title until 1787. Gregory was a 
well-respected local figure, becoming mayor in 1779,3 and his newspaper 
was a typical eighteenth-century print lacking anything in the way of original 
comment until his death in 1789 when his son and namesake took over. 
During the 1790s the presence in Leicester of two radical newspapers forced 
the Leicester 'journal to become outspoken in its political bias, and this 
continued in the first decade of the nineteenth century. There was in Leices
ter then a Tory journal willing to express Tory opinions, though the editorial 
as a separate column had not yet arrived. 

The development of the editorial in the Leicester 'journal was accelerated 
by the presence of John Gregory Junior's son-in-law, John Price, first as a 
partner in 1803, and then as proprietor after Gregory's death in 1806. That 
it was Price who was responsible for a consistent use of the editorial did not 
go unnoticed by the Radical George Bown who, in a satire on the "Journal 
mongrels", wrote "these curs were quiet and inoffensive before they were 
infested with the Price Mange; then they became vicious and almost rabid, 
snarling at their betters almost every Friday."4 From 1807 the editorial in 
the "Leicester" column, where a strong Tory point of view was expressed, 
became the central feature of the newspaper. 
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Though the Leicester Journal was a Tory newspaper it was never 
dominated by the Leicester Corporation, indeed much of the paper's influence 
stemmed from its independence of that body. It was never afraid to criticise 
the Corporation and broke into open revolt in the election of 1807 when it 
supported John Macnamara, who had entered the contest after the Corpora
tion had seemed loath to support their former candidate, Samuel Smith, 
because of his inconsistent votes on Catholic Emancipation.s Since Smith 
was finally returned by what Price called "undue influence, venality and 
corruption",6 the Leicester Journal attacked election bribery even in the Tory 
interest. From 1807 to 1809 there was the rather strange spectacle of the 
Tory Leicester Journal supporting "a reform of Parliament founded in 
representation as full and adequate as human wisdom can devise."7 If Price 
wanted reform in Parliament he also wanted a more efficient local government 
and pointedly reminded the Corporation in 1809: 

"Very much is necessary to be done and the sooner it is attended to the 
sooner the public will be convinced that the official situation is not an 
object of individual gratification but has for its basis public spirit and 
its greatest object public good."8 

This independent line was the result of the general attitude taken by the 
Tory press that it had a duty to concern itself for the public good. 

The main concern of the Leicester Journal in the early years of the 
century was understandably, the war. There were three distinct aspects of 
the Leicester Journal's attitude towards it. First, the paper recommended 
the most strenuous efforts in the war and urged the nation to accept the 
burdens of war with "chearful submission."9 Secondly was the often
expressed confidence in the ability of Britain and the British Constitution to 
survive attack and eventually to emerge victorious.ro And thirdly Price 
expressed great contempt for anyone who did not appear to be loyal : 
"Jacobins", "Democrats" and "Peace-at-any-price men". 

It was this third aspect which marked the Leicester Journal out, in the 
Midlands at least, as an organ of strong Tory opinion. The Nottingham 
Journal refused to enter into local party strugglesrr whilst the partisan 
Leicester Journal violently denounced the Radicals in Leicester. This was a 
persistent feature of Price's editorial policy and a good example of it occurred 
in 1804 when at a Radical dinner someone proposed the toast "here's to our 
friends over the water", which brought an embittered outburst from Price, 
attacking the "garb of religion" in which such ideas were veiled.'2 There was 
a pointed reference to the Nonconformist leadership of Radicalism in Lei
cester stemming from the Dissenting chapels which were "citadels of 
reform."1 3 Another important Radical-baiting editorial appeared in 1810 
and provided the Radicals with the impetus required to begin their own 
newspaper. 14 

This vein of criticism was continued even after the war. The Leicester 
Journal still found time to criticise the Corporation, when, in the 1818 
election, it lost one of the Parliamentary seats to Thomas Pares junior. Price 
concluded that since the Corporation had given up "one half of its importance 
without a struggle" then it was a body in which "confidence can no longer 
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be reposed". 1s In the following year Price returned to the offensive against 
the reformers by mocking a meeting held in the town following the "massacre 
of Peterloo", a meeting composed, according to the Leicester Journal, of 
"Radical reformers and such like revolutionary rabble". Price also attempted 
to put into verse his description of a Radical : 

"A Radical's character's easy to draw-
He hates to obey-but would govern the law 
In manners unsocial-in temper unkind 
A rebel in conduct-a tyrant in mind."16 

During the early 1820s the Leicester Journal supported Canning and his 
group and the "Liberal Toryism" of the Cabinet.17 This produced a short
lived harmony in the Leicester press for the Liberal Chronicle expressed 
similar views. There were still two issues which divided opinion: Corn 
Laws and Roman Catholics, especially the latter. In Leicester, to give way 
to Roman Catholics was seen not just as evil in itself but as the thin edge of a 
wedge which would inevitably lead to admitting Dissenters to civil office. If 
this ever happened the Tory-dominated Leicester Corporation would be 
doomed. This is why the Leicester Journal supplied a continual barrage 
against Roman Catholics' 8 and why the Leicester Corporation made this the 
election issue of 1826. 1 9 The acceptance by Wellington's ministry of the 
Repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts in 1828 and of the Roman Catholic 
Emancipation Act in 1829 shocked the Leicester Journal, which denounced 
the former as a "bill to legalise atheism" and the latter as a "dreadful farce". 20 

Having proposed Peel as a suitable Prime Minister in 1827 Price was dis
gusted with his new attitude towards Roman Catholics and accused him of 
"apostasy, prostitution and reprobate profligacy", suggesting that the Pope 
might introduce a new festival into the Catholic calendar, "the conversion of 
St. Peel".21 

Catholic Emancipation had convinced Price that reform of Parliament 
was necessary and if his motives were different from those of the Radicals his 
demands were almost the same. He applauded Cobbett when he visited the 
town in 1830, welcomed the July Revolution in France, and was gratified by 
the defeat of Wellington, who had shown himself "the unflinching 
enemy of reform when its necessity was superevident".2 2 It is true that 
having advocated "general reform" the Leicester 1ournal did oppose the 
first draft of the Reform Bill as too revolutionary but by May 1831 Price had 
come to the conclusion that reform was inevitable. He died in July 1831 and, 
shortly before his death, he placed on record his political belief, anticipating 
by some four years Peel's similar statement in the Tamworth Manifesto: 

"The genuine Tories are friends of reform but desire to have a gradual 
and safe one - a real reform in fact, not destruction. " 2 3 

John Price was an important figure in the provincial Tory press from 
1803 to 1831. In many towns it was the Radical editors who pioneered 
editorials and the leading of public opinion. In many towns also the Tory 
press was slow to copy its rivals. In Leicester, though Price was by no means 
the first to use editorials, he made full use of this new expedient and under 
his guidance the Leicester Jourr1;al became an effective force in local affairs. 
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In his first editorial as sole proprietor he had promised to be "superior to 
every consideration of party" and to conduct the Leicester Journal on the 
strictest principles of "loyalty, independence and integrity."2 4 This he had 
fearlessly done, never allowing Tory loyalty to restrict his freedom of opinion, 
and finally arriving at what was to become under Peel's direction not Toryism 
but Conservatism. 

John Price had at least three children, one of whom had died in 1828, 
and the ownership of the newspaper passed on his death to his son, Charles 
Henry Thaddeus Price and his daughter, Caroline Elfrida Price. Perhaps 
in need of financial aid they took into'partnership two of the leading Tory 
supporters in the town, Benjamin Jackson and Benjamin Payne, both mem
bers of the Corporation. 2s This influx of "official" Tory direction probably 
accounted for the policy of Charles Price while he was editor from 1831 until 
his death in 1836. Charles Henry Thaddeus Price, who succeeded his father 
as editor, felt no scruples about ignoring the progressive Toryism of his 
father and directing the Leicester Journal on to the straight-and-narrow Tory 
path. 

The Leicester Journal opposed the Reform Bill and was active in 
supporting Thomas Burbidge, the Town Clerk, in his attempt to frustrate 
the Corporation Commissioners in their enquiry into the Leicester Corpora
tion. It thought that Burbidge had shown "a brave unflinching spirit" and 
that the Commissioners represented «the most tyrannical act of arbitrary and 
unlawful oppression since the day of the Stuarts".26 The Corporation was 
stoutly defended by the Leicester Journal and when the Municipal Corpora
tions Bill was passing through Parliament the newspaper opposed it mainly 
on the grounds that it would destroy the rights of the Freemen. Charles 
Price made the Leicester Journal the mouthpiece of the Corporation in a 
way that his father would never have tolerated. 

From his death in 1836 until 1841 the editorship of the Leicester 
Journal becomes difficult to discern. A succession of "penny-a-liners" were 
employed though under the direction of the proprietors. 2 7 The paper itself 
did not consider the identity of the editor important for it once claimed that 
"the names which appear on the face of a public paper are the ONLY persons 
whom anyone has the least shadow of right to charge with their authorship",28 

implying that responsibility lay with the proprietors. This makes the task of 
identifying editors more difficult but supports the view of a lifelong journalist; 

"it is not always possible to deduce from the past who at any given 
moment was the moving spirit, the dominant personality on a newspaper, 
that gave the paper its character and shaped its policy."2 9 

The proprietorship is, at least, clear enough. When Charles Price died, his 
sister remained as nominal proprietor leaving the running of the paper to 
Payne and Jackson. 

In these five years the Leicester Journal continued its Tory line opposing 
Radicals in general and William Biggs "the Leicester demagogue", in par
ticular. The most interesting feature was its attitude to the reformed Cor
poration. In view of the Tories' failure in local elections after 1835 it is 
tempting to assume that Toryism was submerged without a trace in "Radical 
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Leicester". A brief examination of the Leicester Journal representing the 
old Corporation's viewpoint will put this into a better perspective. 

In the first two elections for the reformed Corporation the Leicester 
Journal took as little interest as the local Tories. In 1838 it explained the 
reason: 

"Let the Radicals manage affairs a little while longer and the growing 
disgust of the inhabitants at the measures they adopt will do more to 
annihilate the faction than the return of any minority of Conservatives, 
however respectable in number and character."3° 

It was a generally held belief that the Tories need only wait to be successful 
again and this attitude was clearly encouraged by the Journal. 

Lack of interest in local elections only really changed when James 
Jackson, probably the son of Benjamin Jackson, became sole proprietor and 
editor in 1841. A regular feature of his editorial policy was the annual 
tirade delivered by him each November against the local Tories for their 
inactivity in municipal elections. On one occasion he asked: "Conservatives 
of Leicester, who are to fight your battles but yourselves?".3' He cannot 
have been addressing a non-existent band of supporters. The truth was that, 
having been nurtured on exclusiveness and encouraged in their inactivity by 
the Tory press in the late 1830s, the Tories retired and accepted Radical 
domination of the Corporation as an established fact.32 

Further proof of the strength of Toryism in Leicester lay in the circu
lation of the Leicester Journal, usually the best-selling newspaper in the 
town. Only from 1833 are reliable circulation figures available, though 
before that it is likely that the Leicester Journal was the leading newspaper 
because of its established position and its support in a county, once described 
as "the most torifi,ed in England".33 The weekly circulation in 1833 (none 
of the Leicester newspapers were dailies) was seventeen hundred copies, 
which was maintained until 1836, after which the figure dropped to just 
above a thousand. Only in 1839 and 1850 was the Leicester Journal over
taken by any other Leicester newspaper and in many years its circulation 
was as much as the two Radical newspapers put together.34 Whilst it cannot 
be known how many copies of the papers were sold in Leicester itself, these 
figures are nevertheless definite, though not exact, evidence of the presence 
of Tory support in Leicester and its vicinity. 

During the proprietorship of John Price the Leicester Journal was never 
the tool of the Corporation but another Tory paper, the Leicester Herald, 
definitely was. Begun in 1827 by Henry Joseph Wilkinson, later to be 
dismissed for irregularities from the post of retiring officer, it supported the 
interests of the "Old True-Blue flag". It was a completely scurrilous publi
cation, claiming that its editor had duties "more important than 
animadversions upon matters of general policy",35 a reference to its frequent 
malignant attacks upon individuals. Its remarks soon involved Wilkinson 
in libel suits and in one of them he was ordered to pay Richard Cooke £50 
and Cave Brown £30.36 His inability to pay resulted in a prison sentence 
during which time the Leicester Herald was run by William Vickers under 
whom, to his cost, was revealed ,the influence of the Corporation over it. 
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Vickers was a staunch follower of Charles Berry and a Unitarian with a pew 
at the Great Meeting. When this came to the notice of Alderman Wood, 
Thomas Macaulay and Thomas Burbidge, the Town Clerk, they brought 
pressure to bear upon the imprisoned Wilkinson, and Vickers was dismissed. 
The members of the Corporation denied this story, but Wilkinson admitted 
that Vickers was replaced because of his religious views and Charles Berry 
received a letter from Vickers explaining that he would have to resign from 
the Great Meeting or lose his job as editor.37 Wilkinson was definitely 
proprietor, though obviously under the influence of the Corporation and it 
is doubtful if the Leicester Herald could have survived without their help 
since its circulation was so low. In 1829 the Leicester Chronicle claimed that 
the Leicester Herald's circulation was merely one hundred copies, and even 
Wilkinson only claimed four hundred. At the first stamp return it was in 
fact below one hundred and it never rose above three hundred and fifty, 
hardly an economic figure, yet it survived until 1842. 

In its short life the Leicester Herald provided a vehicle "to give the 
lower section of the Tory party fuller scope for their malignant and slander
ous propensities".38 It was the source, as one writer put it, of "a weekly 
discharge of slime and ordure with which it besmears all that are great, good 
and noble.''39 Wilkinson admitted that the paper's purpose was to "exhibit 
whole-length figures of certain dangerous characters of this town in their 
true colours".4° Since its political bias was Ultra-Tory it concentrated its 
attack mainly on Radicals and Dissenters, frequently employing doggerel. 
Two examples will suffice: one an Anticipated Epitaph on Thomas Thomp
son, editor of the Leicester Chronicle: 

"Tommy Thompson here doth lie 
Who oft did lie before 
His Chronicle was full of lies 
But here he'll lie no more."4' 

and the other on the Baptist Minister J. P. Mursell: 
"Nay 'tis not liberty Mr. Phillipo 
You Dissenters so greatly possess 
If I rightly judge Mr. Phillipo 
'Tis only licentiousness."42 

Wilkinson did not in any way limit his pen. He once accused Thompson of 
being "well acquainted with the capabilities of a whore in a gin shop".43 

The similarity between this type of journalism and that employed by 
Allday's Birmingham Monthly Argus44 seems too close to be a mere coinci
dence. Both the Leicester Herald and the Argus were scurrilous and incited 
libel actions which finally ended publication; both were Ultra-Tory with a 
hint of Radicalism; both were appearing at the same time (Birmingham 
Monthly Argus 1828-1834, Leicester Herald 1827-1842); both were recog
nised by contemporaries as something undesirable in the local press. Yet 
Wilkinson and Allday were both in later life honoured by their friends for 
services to Conservatism. 45 



THE PRESS IN LEICESTER c.1790-1850 59 

It may well have been the partisan nature of the Leicester Herald which 
induced Benjamin Payne, formerly part-proprietor of the Leicester 1ournal, 
to begin a paper from which "all acrimonious feelings and political con
troversy will be carefully excluded".46 This was a new type of venture in the 
Leicester press for Payne's Leicester and Midlands Counties Advertiser was 
to be an advertising newspaper only. The first issue contained twenty 
columns of which eighteen were filled with advertisements and the proprietor 
guaranteed a circulation of two thousand copies, which he, no doubt, hoped 
to achieve by charging only 2½d., half the normal price. The good intentions 
of neutrality soon crumbled and the first editorial comment appeared on 
27 August 1842 to be followed by occasional editorials during the next two 
years. This became a regular feature when Payne's son, James Payne, took 
over the proprietorship with Thomas Freer in 1844.47 Until 1846 the paper 
was a Tory organ backing up the Journal concentrating mainly on the Anti
Corn Law League and the conditions of the framework knitters. This ceased 
very suddenly when Thomas Freer sold his interest to Thomas Berry 
Cleveland48 and from mid-1846 Payne, who continued as a joint-proprietor, 
reverted to the original policy. This would suggest that it was Freer who 
wrote the editorials and the paper remained without political bias until 
Payne sold out to William Penn Cox in 1851.49 Despite this changing policy 
the Advertiser achieved a high circulation of between seventeen hundred 
and two thousand copies per week, a reward more for its extensive adver
tisements and low price, than evidence of support for its political opinions. 

The Tory press in Leicester was nearly always opposed by a healthy 
Radical press. In the 1790s the Radicals in Leicester were well served for, 
in 1792, two newspapers began, the Leicester Herald run by Richard Phillips 
and the Leicester Chronicle run by Thomas Combe. The latter was accused 
by Phillips of stealing the idea of setting up a Radical newspaper5° and it was 
the Leicester Chronicle which was the first to wind up. The Leicester 
Chronicle claimed to be of "the party of the people" and its views were 
strong enough for it to be threatened with a Government prosecution, the 
imminence of which caused the newspaper's dissolution in February, 1793.sr 
Phillips, a convinced Radical, was also open to prosecution by the Govern
ment but he skilfully managed to avoid incriminating himself in the paper. 
He claimed that the Leicester Herald was open to contributions from all 
sides, indeed it was contributions rather than actual editorials that gave a 
Radical character to the newspaper.52 The contributions on which he relied 
most were those which "reflected the spirit of revolution then rife" .53 Thus 
when he was prosecuted and imprisoned it was for selling Paine's Rights of 
Man rather than for his newspaper work, though it seems he was victimised 
because of the Herald and his position as leader of the young Radicals of the 
town.54 This imprisonment for eighteen months did not stop him running 
his newspaper for another two years, though on quieter lines. In 1795 
Phillips ran into financial trouble, and a fire in November of that year caused 
him to cease publishing the Leicester Herald and to sever his connection 
with Leicester completely. 
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Leicester had to wait fifteen years for its next Whig-Radical paper and 
it stemmed from the constant baiting in the Leicester Journal. The Leicester 
Corporation was an entrenched Tory body and the Radicals in Leicester had 
a long struggle to gain any influence over local affairs. They were, in addition, 
subjected in the first decade of the century to a constant barrage of abuse 
and ridicule from John Price in the Leicester Journal, which, in the press at 
least, they were unable to answer. It was a reform meeting of 1810, described 
by the Leicester Journal as led by "the disappointed children of 
Jacobinism",ss that brought home the need for a Whig-Radical newspaper. 
A committee was organised led by Walter Ruding,s6 and it raised £760 to 
begin a newspaper, which would make its appeal to "the moderate and 
judicious of all parties and to the bigots of none".57 The second Leicester 
Chronicle was begun on 10 November, 1810, printed by Thomas Martin 
and, although few of the early issues have survived, it is clear that the news
paper represented the Whig-Radicals in the town. 

The first editor of the paper was John Ryley, a cultured man, who 
followed the Baptist preacher, Robert Hall, from Cambridge to Leicester and 
whom John Price respected as a "man of honour" and "a gentleman and 
a scholar".s8 Some time in 1811 Ryley's connection with the Leicester 
Chronicles9 ceased and George Bown, who had been arrested though not 
convicted in 1794 for treasonable activities, took over both as printer and 
editor. During Bown's editorship the war of words between the Chronicle 
and the Journal developed to almost libellous proportions. This was not the 
wish of the proprietors, for Bown once admitted: "my opinions have often 
been at variance with those of my employers," and he was replaced in 1813, 
the proprietors admitting that the Leicester Chronicle had fallen from its 
standard of moderation.60 The new editor, a Nottingham man, lasted only 
three months for he shocked the whole of Leicester, Whig and Tory alike, 
by a personal attack on the Duke of Wellington, accusing him of fighting for 
financial motives only.6r 

So far in under three years the Leicester Chronicle had had three editors, 
which seems to suggest that the multiplicity of proprietors did not make for 
effective control of a consistent editorial policy. Now Thomas Thompson 
took over, having been printer of the paper since Bown's departure. Thomp
son, like Edward Baines of the Leeds Mercury, had been apprenticed in 
Preston and was a staunch Independent, a regular attender at the Bond Street 
Chapel. He had come from a Tory family but had been converted to 
Radicalism by Colonel Harrison in an election at Preston. 62 Under his care 
the Leicester Chronicle became an organ of strong Radical opinion. He 
became sole proprietor of the newspaper in 1814,63 and it remained in his 
family for over sixty years. 

Thompson stands with Charles Sutton in Nottingham as one of those 
journalists who equipped the provincial Whig and Radical press to stand on 
its own feet. To pursue a Radical anti-war line in the late years of the 
Napoleonic war was a course not altogether safe from government reprisals. 
Thompson had made the need for peace the main point in his editorial policy 
and on becoming sole proprietor he reaffirmed this:" 'tis peace, an honourable 
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peace, which the pages of the Leicester Chronicle will never cease to advocate 
till the great work be fully accomplished".64 This demand for peace and the 
demand for reform when peace was found insufficient to relieve distress, 
made the early years of Thompson's proprietorship dangerous for him. 
While, unlike Sutton, he was not prosecuted, he was thought to be sufficiently 
notorious with the government for a friend to suggest that he made his paper 
a Tory organ in order to protect himself.6s 

Thompson also objected to ten million people delegating their franchise 
to forty thousand, so that it was natural for the Leicester Chronicle to support 
Parliamentary Reform after the war was over. In the early part of 1816 
Thompson concentrated his attacks upon the property tax, sinecures and 
the standing army but, realising that a reform of Parliament would solve 
these and other problems, he wrote : 

"when the duration of our Parliaments shall be brought down to the 
constitutional standard; when members shall be made annually respon
sible to their constituents; and when the elective franchise shall be 
made more general, we may expect to have a Parliament watchful over 
the rights, the privileges and the property of the nation".66 

Favouring a limited suffrage and annual parliaments the Leicester Chronicle 
reminded its readers that it did not support the "reform which wild visionaries 
would bring about".67 

The newspaper and the Whig-Radicals of Leicester were rewarded for 
their activity when Thomas Pares junior was elected to Parliament in 1818 
and the Leicester Chronicle showed itself nothing if not confident by com
plaining that "a complete triumph would have been easily obtained" had 
two Whig candidates been nominated.68 Only half-a-dozen issues of the 
Leicester Chronicle of 1819 have survived and these do not throw much light 
on the newspaper's policies. It seems that the newspaper did not advocate 
reform at all strongly until after Peterloo. John Price in the Leicester 1ournal 
was always quick to try to counteract any reform campaign by the Leicester 
Chronicle and no attacks on reformers appeared in Price's energetic editorials 
from July 1818 to August 1819. After that the Leicester Chronicle joined 
in the wave of protest against the action of the Manchester magistrates. 

During the eighteen-twenties the Leicester Chronicle applauded the 
work of the Liberal Tories but still kept demanding reform of Parliament, 
Catholic Emancipation and Com Law repeal. When it seemed likely that 
a Catholic Relief Bill was to succeed, the paper did not enthuse simply 
because it had always regarded emancipation as a "tolerably unequivocal 
certainty".69 Its attitude to the Reform Bill was also mild for Thompson 
saw as his main duty the maintenance of an alliance between classes and 
between reformers of different views. Thus he wrote; 

"what is immediately wanted is a due infusion of democracy, meaning 
such an enlargement of the elective franchise as will collect a due 
proportion of the sympathy of all ranks."7° 

The need for unity of effort was Thompson's main plea during the Reform 
Bill Crisis and he was particularly pleased when, after the rejection of the 
Bill by the House of Lords in October 1831, a Political Union was formed, 
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thanks largely to the efforts of William Biggs. The Leicester Chronicle did 
all that it could to publicise the activities of the Political Union and, between 
October 1831 and August 1832, the newspaper contained twenty reports 
of the Union's meetings. The value of the press in the triumph of reform 
was recognised when a printing-press provided the main attraction at a 
procession to celebrate the passing of the Bill.71 

Cobbett wrote in 1833: "what did we want the Reform Bill for? It 
certainly was that it might do us some good, that it might better our situ
ation. "12 The particular good which the Leicester Chronicle anticipated 
was Corporation Reform, so badly needed in Leicester. Thompson reminded 
his readers of the local evidence he could cite, namely that the Leicester 
Corporation had spent £19,550 to return two Tory candidates in the election 
of 1826, all from Corporate funds. Above all, the reform of Parliament was 
expected to answer one pressing local question: 

"Does the Corporation exist for the Town of Leicester or the Town of 
Leicester with its forty thousand inhabitants for the benefit of the 
Corporation? "73 

The Leicester Chronicle made three main charges against the Corporation: 
that it was self-perpetuating through co-option; that it used its influence in 
elections; and that it never published accounts. The third point took an 
increased importance when the Town Clerk, Thomas Burbidge refused to 
s.how his books to the Corporation Commissioners and William Biggs, in a 
piece of doggerel entitled "The Town Clerk's Vision", asked him: 

"Have you not let that gluttinous crew 
The gormandising seventy-two 
Eat and drink at the Civic Board 
The orphan's portion, the widow's hoard."74 

The Municipal Corporations Act was, therefore, especially welcomed by the 
Leicester Chronicle, believing that Leicester in particular would benefit by 
the introduction of efficient local government.75 

Some time after 1835 James Thompson, son of the proprietor, began 
working on the paper as a reporter and, in 1841, he became joint proprietor, 
being responsible for most of the editorials.76 The main characteristic of 
James Thompson's editorship was that the newspaper tended to be seen 
as a middle-class Liberal journal-Whig-Liberal rather than Whig-Radical. 
On the question of the franchise and the People's Charter this was especially 
noticeable for though the Leicester Chronicle was willing to admit the justice 
of universal manhood suffrage in principle, it certainly did not support it in 
practice. It claimed that the poor and the half-educated were the last people 
who ought to influence the government and that universal manhood suffrage 
was "as ill adapted to English society at present as a renewal of the Borough
mongering system."77 Its own solution, no longer annual parliaments as 
advocated in 1816, was household suffrage, the secret ballot and triennial 
parliaments. This the Leicester Chronicle repeated again and again.78 Since it 
also opposed any form of violence, and urged class co-operation, it lost all 
support from the Chartists79 and earned the title of "Mother Milk Sop" 
from the leading Leicester Chartist, Thomas Cooper.80 



THE PRESS IN LEICESTER c.1790-1850 63 

If the newspaper's attitude was moderate on Political Reform, there 
was nothing moderate about it once it had taken sides in the major local 
dispute in the 184o's, namely Improvement. William Biggs, often the hero 
of the Leicester Chronicle, had first addressed a letter to the newspaper on 
the subject of the Improvement of the town in December 1839, and he 
renewed his demands in March 1840. In August 1841 the draft of an 
Improvement Bill was circulated in the Council but was then shelved because 
the Corporation was still in debt. In the original proposal of William Biggs 
there was no mention of drainage but in 1843 James Thompson took this 
up in earnest. Throughout 1843 his editorials often returned to this question, 
claiming that since only three towns had a higher mortality rate than Lei
cester, an efficient drainage system would be a reform second only to the 
Municipal Corporations Act itself. Thus in 1844 when the Leicester 
Chronicle put forward a plan of local improvements it listed drainage as first 
in importance and a new Town Hall last.81 

Therein lay the key to the division of the liberal group in Leicester. 
Basically the quarrel was a question of priorities. In 1845 the Council, on 
the suggestion of William Biggs, decided that drainage and a new cemetery 
were to be the work of joint-stock companies while the Corporation should 
limit itself to "Improvements". Biggs drew up a plan for the new Town Hall, 
an extended Market Place, the removal of the Cattle Market and a renovated 
Post Office, to be paid for by raising a loan finally fixed at £50,000. This 
immediately split the Council and local opinion, between those led by Biggs 
who wanted "Improvements" and those led by Joseph Whetstone who 
wanted better sanitation. 

The Leicester Chronicle sided wholeheartedly with the latter claiming 
that Leicester did not need "Brummagen Town Halls" but rather new 
sewers, especially in view of the attack of typhus in the early months of 
1846.82 Bitter satire was used to great effect, as for instance in its address 
to the poor of Leicester : 

"Fever may enter your dwellings and strike to the earth your life's 
partner, it may attack you and prostrate you on the bed of sickness for 
weeks or months, it may rob you of some of your little ones ... what 
then? Have you not a great market place and a beautiful Town Hall to 
look at?"83 

Thompson kept us this attack throughout 1846 and as time went on concen
trated more on Biggs himself rather than the issues involved, writing of him : 

"he did not care to meddle with the 'dirty work' of Town Drainage. 
There was no glory to be gained in 'washing sewers with cold water', 
laurels were only to be won by the builder of Town Halls."84 

It was perhaps a little unfair to claim that Biggs was not interested in drainage 
for if his scheme had succeeded Leicester would have been drained and 
improved. As events turned out an amended Improvement Bill did become 
law but the joint stock company never materialised, so that in 1849 the 
Leicester Chronicle could write that the borough was £46,000 in debt, 
yet not one penny had been spent "upon that object for which Mr. Whetstone 
claimed pre-eminence-the drainage and sewerage of the town."85 
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The Leicester Chronicle had a steady but not extensive circulation, 
though it often claimed that in the eighteen-twenties it had some success in 
the county, as a result of Walter Ruding's connection with the paper.86 In 
1833 eight hundred and fifty copies were sold each week, and this fluctuated 
between seven hundred and fifty in 1837 to a thousand in 1838. It settled 
down in the eighteen-forties to a steady six hundred and fifty, by no means 
a healthy circulation for the oldest Liberal newspaper in Leicester. 

The split in the anti-Tory camp had, in fact, been heralded by the 
founding of a second Radical paper in 1836, the Leicestershire Mercury. It 
is a characteristic of oppositions that once in power they tend to split up, 
unable to agree on future policy. This is certainly true of Leicester after 
the Municipal Corporations Act and while the split did not reveal itself 
until the eighteen forties there was nevertheless a difference of opinion, as 
the Leicestershire Mercury itself put it, between 

"those who think influence should be used to accelerate popular reforms 
and those who think all things considered we have gone far enough."87 

The Leicestershire Mercury represented the former group seeing its duty 
to accelerate the movement of reform or at least the spirit of reformation.88 

That the establishment of tl1e Leicestershire Mercury was a sign that a divi
sion did exist was tacitly admitted years later by James Thompson when the 
Leicester Chronicle and the Leicestershire Mercury combined in 1864. He 
then wrote that since the two sections of the Liberal Party in Leicester had 
united, "the necessity for the continuance of two journals advocating nearly 
the same views has ceased to exist". 89 In other words it was only by 1864 that 
two newspapers were not needed, before they had a justification in that, 
while offering the same news, advertisements and Parliamentary reports, 
they differed in their editorials and thus represented different sections of 
public opinion. 

There were many changes in the management of the Leicestershire 
Mercury in its early years. Begun by Albert Cockshaw who ran the newspaper 
for four years, it was during this time extremely Radical and was clearly 
influenced by the Rev. J.P. Mursell, the outspoken Minister of Harvey Lane 
Baptist Chapel, who was in favour of the disestablishment of the Church of 
England. William Biggs was once most incensed when the Leicestershire 
Mercury failed to report one of his speeches properly, and thought that it was 
because the newspaper "in the hands of Cockshaw, and under the direction 
of Mursell had become Chartist",9° In 1840 the general character of the 
newspaper was changed when Cockshaw was replaced by H. A. Collier, 
formerly holder of a junior appointment on the Leicestershire Mercury. 
Collier began with a severe rebuke, saying that Cockshaw had admitted too 
much personal matter. He produced a promising plan for improving the 
running of the newspaper.9' Despite good intentions Collier did not make a 
success of the venture, which was a dismal picture of failure, both financial 
and literary, when he handed it over in 1843 to new proprietors, John Burton 
and William Straker Darkin.92 Just as Collier had criticised Cockshaw so 
Darkin criticised Collier, commenting, in his first editorial, on the inefficient 
manner in which the Leicestershire Mercury had been conducted by the 
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previous editor. Darkin edited the paper for five months only when he was 
forced to retire because of illness, and, from May, 1844 until February, 1846, 
John Burton was editor as well as printer. Burton made more of a success than 
the previous proprietors, and in February 1846 engaged George Smallfield 
to edit the paper and become joint proprietor.93 Burton remained as printer 
only until April 1847, when he sold his interest to George Smallfield, who 
remained as sole proprietor until February, 1854. 

Apart from Thomas Cooper's own ventures, the Leicestershire Mercury 
was the most sympathetic towards Chartism in Leicester. Cockshaw, who 
printed Cooper's The Midland Counties Illuminator,94 urged those middle
class leaders who wished to guide the Chartists locally to "assert the principles 
of the Charter, for they are the principles of the people".95 This was a distinct 
echo of Cooper's own advice to William Biggs that if he wished to lead the 
Leicester Chartists he must show himself to be "an advocate for the People's 
Charter ... the Charter and nothing else".96 While Cockshaw followed 
Cooper here, he did not altogether support the Charter itself for he never 
advocated universal manhood suffrage. At first he put forward a vague idea 
of a franchise based upon an educational test, then, although having pre
viously criticised it, he supported household suffrage as a means towards his 
aim of an educational test.97 

The personal link between the Leicestershire Mercury and Thomas 
Cooper did not cease when Collier took over in 1840, for one of his first 
actions as proprietor was to engage Cooper as a reporter. Collier whole
heartedly supported universal manhood suffrage, which Cockshaw had not, 
but emphasised class co-operation far more than his predecessor. He was 
later to become Secretary to the Leicester Complete Suffrage Association98 

and whilst he ran the Leicestershire Mercury he made class co-operation for 
further reform the main theme of the paper. On one occasion he wrote: 

"we beseech, we implore the leaders of the people and the people them
selves to unite. Union is not merely strength, but the want of it is 
destruction, annihilation. "99 

Most of the middle-class Liberal papers in the provinces emphasised this 
need for unity, yet Chartism was, amongst other things, a statement of 
working-class consciousness. Class co-operation was, therefore, not a palatable 
alternative to the Chartists themselves. Though rejection of middle-class 
help was inevitable in the Chartist movement, Collier in the Leicestershire 
Mercury blamed the local failure on Thomas Cooper, who had been dismissed 
from the Leicestershire Mercury. 

The former employee of Collier now became the victim of great personal 
malice. With the Leicester Chartists divided between, as one writer put it, 
"Judas John Markham and Tyrant Tommy Cooper"rno Collier supported 
Markham, and the Leicestershire Mercury became the setting for the personal 
battle between the two Chartist leaders. IOI Cooper was usually referred to 
as "the noisy and conceited demagogue" and when he was once on bail but 
stirring up the Chartists Collier expressed the hope that "his reckless violence 
will doubtless not be forgotten at his trial, nor we trust, in his sentence".Io2 

One of Cooper's friends, Bairstow, the Chartist lecturer, was also attacked 
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and Collier advised him to go and hang himself on the nearest tree. 103 Once 
Collier had left the Leicestershire Mercury it tended to ignore the Chartists, 
only returning to the subject in 1848 when it pointed out the "hopelessness 
of any physical-force revolution in this country"104 and, yet again, the need 
for a union of classes though not now for the whole Charter. The Leicester
shire Mercury was one of many provincial newspapers which had flirted with 
Chartism only finally to reject it. This is why the true Chartist journals were 
those run solely by Chartists themselves. 10s 

The Leicestershire Mercury's loyalty on the "Church Question" never 
wavered. It put forward the extreme Dissenting point of view, always 
attacking the Church of England. There was no question in Cockshaw's 
mind that: 

"a Dissenter is a politico-religious radical ... a radical of the first water 
and so far as the Church is concerned a revolutionist, yea a destruc
tive ... He is a radical by Act of Parliament ... his every religious action 
is a political demonstration in favour of the political downfall and 
political subversion of this Established Church."106 

Within its general hostility to the Church the Leicestershire Mercury 
attacked, as did Dissenters in Leicester as a whole, Church Rates, the most 
visible and most detested evidence of the Established Church. Cockshaw 
criticised Dissenters for paying Church Rates,101 and Collier, probably a 
Baptist, was himself the victim of a distraint on his goods for non-payment 
of them. 108 

The struggle against Church Rates has recently been described as the 
first phase of the Dissenters' campaign to disestablish the Church. 109 Leices
ter, according to Edward Miall, leader of the anti-Church movement, took 
a great part in his movement but on the more limited question of Church 
Rates the Leicestershire Mercury claimed that no other town had done more 
than Leicester against them."0 This emphasis on combatting Church Rates 
has usually been taken as evidence of the great strength of Radical-Dissenting 
opinion in Leicester, but a brief comparison with two other Radical
Dissenting towns is instructive. 

In Birmingham Church Rates were not collected after 1831, and when
ever a vote was demanded on this question Dissenters could always muster a 
majority of 5,000. Yet this was the town where one Dissenting newspaper 
folded up for lack of support from Dissenters, and another complained that 
Dissenters in Birmingham had "never yet put forth their united strength". m 

In Nottingham Church Rates were refused in 1834 and though from 1837 
churchmen were elected as churchwardens Church Rates could not be raised. 
The final effort was made in 1843 when not even the prospect of St. Mary's 
Church in dire need of repair could induce the levy of a Church Rate. It 
was rejected by a decisive vote of 929 against 145.m In Leicester Church 
Rates were refused in the parish of St. Nicholas from 1833, but there was 
one parish, St. Martin's, where Church Rates were levied year after year. 
Not only could these rates be levied right up to 1849 but the Church party 
was strong enough to imprison William Baines for persistent non-payment 
in 1840. Miall claimed that in 1839 Church Rates were the burning issue 
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in Leicester while in that year the most Radical of the Birmingham news
papers was writing that Church Rates were a minor grievance.113 This very 
chronology, Birmingham ridding itself of Church rates in 1831, Nottingham 
in 1834 but Leicester not until 1849, is a key to understanding why Leicester 
did play such a part in the agitation against Church Rates. It was not just 
that Dissent was so influential, but also that the Church was strong enough 
in "Radical Leicester" to make Church Rates such an important issue for so 
long. Since in the politics of the town the Church was identified as Tory,u4 
and Dissent as Radical, then Leicester's struggle against Church Rates was 
as much evidence of the existence of rabid Church Toryism as of the over
whelming position of Radical Dissent. 

The Leicestershire Mercury with its strong Dissenting background 
had played an important part in the Church Rates struggle, and it also 
aligned itself on the "Improvers" versus "Economists" dispute of the 
eighteen-forties. William Biggs had never been the idol of the Leicestershire 
Mercury and an instance of his hostility towards the newspaper has already 
been cited. As a Unitarian he represented politically a less extreme brand 
of Dissent than that of the Baptists. His brother certainly did not agree 
with Baines in persisting with his non-payment of Church Rates to the point 
of imprisonment. us This was all changed whilst the newspaper was being 
run by Burton and Smallfield, and Biggs became more and more identified 
with the Leicestershire Mercury . 

On the question of the improvement scheme the newspaper thought 
it would give Leicester drainage and improvements for half the cost and 
it criticised the continued protest of a minority.116 It represented the two 
parties as "the old coachee" descending the hill very slowly using the brake, 
and "the new coachee" descending at a brisk pace without the brake, thereby 
negotiating the next hill much more easily.111 It objected to the way the 
Leicester Chronicle always singled out Biggs for criticism and urged that 
in the struggle where "only one party was fighting" personalities would 
quickly be dropped.118 The alliance between Biggs and the Leicestershire 
Mercury was firm in the late eighteen-forties and the Leicester Chronicle 
claimed that Biggs gave the paper "very generous patronage"119 which may 
have meant money or advertising or both. Evidence, in addition to comment 
of a rival journal, does exist in Biggs's own scrapbook. 120 He sent a letter to 
the editor which had in fact appeared as an editorial in the Leicestershire 
Mercury in January 1850. By then Smallfield regarded Biggs so highly as to 
allow his letters to appear as the official view-point of the newspaper. 

It was during the late eighteen-forties that the newspaper achieved a 
satisfactory though, like the Leicester Chronicle, not an extensive circulation. 
Cockshaw had an initial success with 1,250 copies by 1839, but it fell back 
to 850 in 1840, the year of his bankruptcy. Collier managed 900 in 1841, 
but this fell to 600 by the time he gave up in 1843. It was between 1846 and 
1850 that the circulation of the L eicestershire M ercury rose from 750 to 
1,100, easily the best in Leicester in that year with the exception of the non
party Adv'ertiser. 
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Two other newspapers deserve a brief mention, 121 neither strictly a news
paper, but both monthly periodicals which, as such, did not have to pay stamp 
duty. The first was the Leicester Conservative Standard edited by T. J. 
Ouseley and printed by J. G. Brown which ran from March 1835 to January 
1837. Its motto was "The Church, The King and the Constitution" and it 
looked with horror upon the triumphs of Radicals and Dissenters. Like the 
Leicester Herald, which it praised, the Leicester Conservative Standard 
became involved in the courts. In its third issue it described W. E. Hutchin
son, a local Quaker chemist, as a "busy prating demagogue whose hypocritical 
visage may be seen on every occasion where anything disgraceful or unholy 
is going forward". 122 In the libel action which followed in April 1836 the 
court absolved the printer from any responsibility and Ouseley was fined 
£10. Despite this the newspaper seemed to have a widespread circulation 
for in July 1836 it inserted the name of Derby in the title, because of its 
patrons in that town. The price of the Leicester Conservative Standard was a 
shilling which meant that it was appealing to a limited audience, but its 
rival, the Leicester Corporation and Parochial Reformer, used the exemption 
from paying stamp duty to publish a relatively cheap periodical at twopence. 
The Reformer was owned and edited by the Baptist, Joseph Foulkes Winks, 
and ran from 18 September 1835 until 31 August 1836, also appearing 
monthly. Winks identified himself with Corporation reform and the triumph 
of the Liberals on the new council. As its title implied, the Ref armer was 
primarily concerned with the running of the town and it concluded after one 
year, proud of the good record of Corporation affairs which it had been able 
to give.123 From November 1835 Winks claimed that the Reformer was only 
the forerunner of a new weekly newspaper he was going to run and in March 
of the following year he expressed the hope that he would be able to publish 
his monthly every week for twopence. When the Reformer wound up Winks 
wrote that his new newspaper would begin on 6 October 1836. This may have 
been a reference to his Baptist Reporter but unfortunately no copies of this 
have survived. 

The press of Leicester in the first half of the nineteenth century had 
one over-riding characteristic, it was fiercely partisan. Party struggles in 
Leicester were keenly fought and this rivalry was well reflected in the press. 
The picture which emerges is of a vital local public opinion finding adequate 
support and leadership from a healthy local press. Along with this partisan 
spirit there was an almost inevitable consequence, that of undue parochialism. 
In 1813 the Leicester Chronicle claimed that the conductors of local news
papers ought to "extend their views beyond the paltry politics of a provincial 
town to the great interests of their country". rz4 This was rejected at the 
time and was never to be the guide for the Leicester press in this period. One 
example will suffice to illustrate the emphasis in Leicester on local rather 
than national affairs. Sir Robert Peel's change of policy on the Corn Laws 
in the early months of 1846 was not only a catalyst for national party divisions 
but also an important gauge for measuring public opinion. The provincial 
press is full of examples of Radical journals attacking Peel throughout his 
career and then supporting him in 1846 and of Tory journals doing just the 
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opposite. What was most important was that Peel and the Corn Laws filled 
the editorial columns throughout the first six months of the year. Whereas 
the newspapers of other cities were analysing Peel's motives, discussing his 
fate, prophesying the effects of his actions, the Leicester press was filled with 
the fratricidal struggle between "Economists" and "Improvers". 

This is not to claim that the Leicester press took no interest in the 
Corn-Law question. The Leicester Journal, the Leicester Herald and the 
Advertiser had supported the Corn Laws, anticipating from repeal the ruin 
of the landed interest and the end of Britain's greatness. They had described 
the Anti-Corn Law League as "a parcel of demagogues", "a set of brawling 
spouters" and "a group of selfish sordid grasping monopolists". 12s The 
Leicester Chronicle on the other hand had believed that Free Trade was the 
most important of all measures to end "the cravings of hunger", while the 
Leicestershire Mercury had foreseen "vast prosperity" as a result of repeal. 126 

The Leicester press obviously did not ignore the repeal of the Corn Laws 
but in 1846 a great Prime Minister risking and sacrificing his career could 
run only second in importance to the dispute of local priorities, Drainage or 
a new Town Hall. 

There is one obvious reason for this partisan attitude and parochial 
outlook. The most important problems which Leicester had to solve were 
local. Birmingham could lead on reform, Manchester on the Corn Laws, 
but Leicester only on Church Rates which were felt to be such a galling 
local injustice. The politics of Leicester were those of cleavage, Tory versus 
Radical, Churchman versus Dissenter, manufacturers versus framework 
knitters. This cleavage was echoed in the press, the Leicester Journal attacked 
the Leicester Chronicle, the Leicester Herald attacked everyone and the two 
Liberal newspapers attacked each other. This intensely local loyalty to one 
party or another was probably encouraged by the limited number of immi
grants from other parts of Britain in Leicester. The 1841 Census showed 
that 30 per cent. of Birmingham's population was born outside the county 
of Warwickshire; that it was 26 per cent. for Nottingham; but only 16 per 
cent. for Leicester. Men nurtured on the old Corporation could be forgiven 
for taking the problems of the new Corporation so seriously. Since such 
an overwhelming majority of the population were Leicester-born and bred 
it is no wonder that local patriotism was so strong. Whatever the reason, the 
distinctive character of the Leicester press made it a thriving, enthusiastic, 
and integral part of local life. Its varietym made for healthy rivalry and 
passionate advocacy of a party viewpoint giving the Leicester press a richness 
which provincial journalism now sadly lacks. 
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APPENDIX A 

NEWSPAPER PROPRIETORS, PRINTERS AND EDITORS 

I. Leicester Journal (1753-
Proprietors : John Gregory 

Printers: 
Editors: 

Politics: 

Gregory and John Price 
John Price 
C. H. T. Price, C. E. Price, 
B. Payne & B. Jackson 
C. E. Price, B. Payne & 
B. Jackson 
James Jackson 
As above. 
As above except -
C. H. T. Price 
Various (?) 
Tory 

2. Leicester Herald (1792-1795) 
Proprietor, printer and editor: Richard Phillips 
Politics: Radical 

3. Leicester Chronicle (1792-1793) 
Proprietor and editor: Thomas Combe 
Printer: G. Ireland 
Politics: Whig 

4. Leicester Chronicle (1810-1864) 
Proprietors: A Committee (Walter Ruding) 

Thomas Thompson 
T. Thompson & James Thompson 

Printers: Thomas Martin 
George Bown 
T. Thompson 

Editors: John Ryley 
G. Bown 
T. Thompson 
J. Thompson 

Politics: Whig-Liberal 

1789-1803 
1803-1806 
1806-1831 

1831-1836 
1836-1841 

1810-1814 
1814-1841 
1841-1864 
l8IO-l8II 
1812-1813 
1813-1841 
18I0-18II 
1812-1813 
1813-1841 
1841-1864 

73 

5. Leicestershire Herald (1827-1828) then b'ecame Leicester Herald (1828-1842) 
Proprietor, printer and editor: Henry Joseph Wilkinson 
Politics : Ultra-Tory 

6. Leicester Conservative Standard (1835-1837) 
Proprietor and editor: T. J. Ouseley 
Printer: J . G. Brown 
Politics: Tory 

7. Leicester Corporation and Parochial Reformer (1835-1836) 
Proprietor, printer and editor: J. F. Winks 
Politics: Radical 
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8. Leicestershire Mercury (1836-1864) 
Proprietors : A. Cockshaw 

H. A. Collier 

Printers: 
Editors: 

Politics: 

J. Burton & W. S. Darkin 
J. Burton 
J. Burton & G. Smallfield 
G. Smallfield 
As above. 
As above except: 
W. S. Darkin 
G. Smallfield 
Radical 

1836-1840 
1840-1843 
1844 
1844-1846 
1846-1847 
1847-1852 

9. Payne's Leicester and Midland Counties Advertiser (1842-1851) then became 
Leicester Advertiser 
Proprietors, printers and editors: 

B. Payne 
J. Payne & T . Freer 
J. Payne & T. B. Oeveland 
T. B. Cleveland & W. P. Cox 

Politics: Neutral (1844-1846 Tory) 

1842-1844 
1844-1846 
1846-1851 
1851-
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APPENDIX B 
CIRCULATION OF LEICESTER NEWSPAPERS 

Year July 
ending 1835-
1 April April 

1833 1836 1837 1838 1839 1840 1841 1842 1843 1844 1845 1846 1847 1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 ------------------------------------------------------
Leicester Chronicle 43,400 No 39,500 52,000 37,000 33,500 37,500 36,000 39,000 41,000 38,000 41,000 37,000 33,150 33,000 33,000 33,000 35,000 27,000 

835 return 760 1,000 7II 644 721 692 750 788 730 788 711 637 634 634 634 672 520 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
Leicester Journal 89,500 73,500 53,000 71,175 61,500 79,500 76,251 84,000 71,500 61,000 72,000 63,500 60,500 55,000 63,000 51,500 63,700 69,300 66,500 

1,721 1,709 1,020 1,369 1,183 1,530 1,466 1,660 1,375 1,173 1,384 1,222 1,163 1 ,040 1,212 990 1,226 1,333 1,279 

------------------------------------------------------
Leicestershire Mercury - - 44,900: 60,000 66,500 43,000 47,600 38,000 32,000 34,000 46,050 39,950 41,875 40,500 47,000 59,175 54,000 67,000 72,500 

863 1,153 1,279 824 916 730 615 653 885 769 805 778 904 1,138 1,040 1,288 1,394 

--------------------------------------------------- ---
Leicester Herald 4,075 No 14,000 18,000 15,000 13,500 13,000 9,640 - - - - - - - - - - -

78 return 270 346 288 260 250 (195) 

------------------------------------------------ - -----
Payne's Leicester - - - - - - - 108,000 102,000 108, 000 101,000 95,000 101 , 000 96,000 88,ooo 71,975 75,500 70,000 74,500 

Advertiser 
2,080 1,960 2,080 1,940 1,828 1,940 1,848 1,692 1,384 1,452 1,346 1,433 

------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL FOR LEICESTER 136,975 - 141,400 201,175 180, 000 169,500 174,351 275,640 244,500 244,000 257,050 239,450 240,375 224,650 221,000 215,650 226,200 241,300 240,500 

---------------------------------------

4,2501 4,147 

---------
WEEKLY AVERAGE 2,634 2,911 3,869 3,461 3,260 3,353 5,300 4,702 4,692 4,943 4,605 4,623 4,320 4,350 4,640 4,625 

The figures are available from stamp returns published by the House of Commons, and in each case the first figure is an annual total and the second 
a weekly average. A total has also been worked out for the Leicester area as a whole and this shows a smaller sale of newspapers than in the Nottingham 
area, a borough of similar size. Between 1841 and 1851 the population of Nottingham rose from 53,000 to 58,000 while that of Leicester rose from 
48,000 to 60,000. Leicester's best total in these ten years was in 1842 with 5,300, while Nottingham's best was in 1851 with _6,480. In those ten years 
also Leicester only managed in one year to rise above 5,000, while there were only three in Nottingham that did not reach that figure. 


